Kids and Schools Recommendations
	
	City
	Groups
	Individuals

	General: plans, policies, studies

Engage 40 Assets framework to value youth in the community.
	Encourage neighborhood and other organizations to adopt the 40 Assets framework.
	Bring in trainers from the community to explain the 40 Assets framework to your group.  Practice the 40 Assets.
	Know the 40 Assets framework and be conscious of using it.

	Specific: budget items, programs, projects
Increase community support for and participation in mentoring programs.
Increase opportunities for youth to make positive contributions to the community.

Develop programs that utilize animals to help kids build self confidence and self-esteem.


	Promote the Communities in Schools mentoring program.  Allow employees who mentor a student to use an hour of City time to do so each week.

Start a program through the Senior Center or Community Center that pairs youth with interested seniors, for friendship, assistance, mentoring.

Where possible provide neighborhood grants to fund community information kiosks, play spaces, or other community amenities.

Work in partnership with local schools to start a program that allows regular encounters between children and pets, such as the Read to a Dog program.
	Expand mentoring program in middle and high schools.

Use the upcoming Renton High School 100 mentors for 100 at-risk youth for the 100th anniversary of Renton High School campaign as a springboard for a membership drive in the Highlands.

Offer programs for kids and youth for free, or low cost.  General programs in music, art, or drama could be offered after school.  Community groups and clubs with special interests could offer programs in their interest area for kids.  For example, a gardening club could meet with kids at a pea patch and teach them about growing vegetables or flowers.  
Engage the Renton Housing Authority and apartment managers to see if there are programs or needs for the group of kids that live there.

Neighborhood organizations can apply for City of Renton Neighborhood Program grants to fund small community improvements.

Groups can sponsor awards, trophies, ribbons, and other recognition programs for kids and youth that participate in positive community activities.
	Be a mentor.
Start a neighborhood association.

Participate in local clubs, organizations, and neighborhood activities.

Volunteer in your community. 

	Immediate Action Items

From the Code Enforcement Study Session:

Graffiti and vandalism emphasis 
Compile a complete list of community groups and engage them in a conversation about how to meet some of the needs that the Task Force sees in the community.
	The Mayor has already convened a staff working group on this issue and an emphasis program is expected to be rolled out this summer.  Include a community mural area in high graffiti areas (for example, behind the Hi-lands shopping center or at the bowling alley. 

Task Force members will send community group suggestions to Erika by September 5th.  Community groups will be invited to the October 15th Task Force meeting for a discussion about community needs, options, and alternatives.

	Items for the Task Force to Address Later

Skate Park or Other Recreational Facility for ages 11-17.  Enlarge neighborhood centers, the activity center in Kiwanis Park, and the library.  Development of Pea patches.
	These items will be discussed further at the Parks and Recreation briefing on September 17th, 2008.



	Items already Addressed

Availability of basic dog obedience classes for kids and families. 

Start police Cadet program for older youth.
	Basic dog obedience classes are already offered through the Renton Parks and Recreation department, look in the What’s Happening brochure for more information.  There may also periodically be programs offered through the Renton Technical College Community Education program or local businesses and pet stores.

The City started a police cadet program in 2008.
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