City of Renton
Shoreline Master

Vegetation Conservation

Shoreline Vegetation Ecological Functions  Shoreline Management Guidelines

Excerpts from WAC 173-26-221 (5)

The intent of vegetation conservation is to protect and restore the
ecological functions and ecosystem-wide processes performed by
vegetation along shorelines.

Trees planted along side property

lines at sufficient width and diversity
can provide wildlife habitat and
corridors to the water.

Master programs shall include:
Lawn areas produce
runoff, fertilizer and
pesticides. Mobility
depends on slope and
other factors.
Environmentally
sensitive lawn care
practices can
reduce impacts.

®  Planning provisions that address vegetation conservation and
restoration, and

®  Regulatory provisions that address conservation of vegetation;
as necessary to assure no net loss of shoreline ecological
functions and ecosystem-wide processes, to avoid adverse
impacts to soil hydrology, and to reduce the hazard of slope
failures or accelerated erosion.

The most commonly recognized functions of the shoreline

A shoreline buffer area of 50 feet vegetation include, but are not limited to:
wide or greater planted in native
g;ourt\_dco;er,_c?hru bs agd a ‘{?“ety ®  Providing shade necessary to maintain the cool temperatures
of native deciduous and coniferous ediby Al e o hsh andloth i
o0 feetor  trees will provide substantial ﬂ;‘m R S
greater shading and a habitat area usable ® Providin oo itical f e lif
b . g orgamc mputs crity or aquatlc 1re.
20-30 feet ky-a:wider fange ot specios:as well ®  Providing food in the form of various insects and other benthic
as provide leaf and litter, a variety :
2\ 10-15 feet of food supplies and, over time, macroinvertebrates. . '
A shoreline buffer area of 10 to 15 feet wide potential for large woody debris. ®  Stabilizing banks, minimizing erosion, and reducing the
planted in native groundcover and shrubs can occurrence of landslides.
eliminate application of chemicals normally used A shoreline buffer area of 20 to 30 feet wide planted ®  Filtering and vegetative uptake of nutrients and pollutants from
for lawn care and can intercept some sediments, in native groundcover and shrubs will normally ground water and surface runoff.
chemicals and nutrients carried by runoff. intercept most overland transport of sediments, ®  Providing a source of large woody debris into the aquatic system.
The same buffer area with additional plantings chemicals and nutrients carried by runoff on low to
of low trees such as willows or vine maple will moderate slopes. The same buffer planted with Local governments should identify which ecological processes and
provide some limited food resources for the additional plantings of low trees will provide some functions are important to the local aquatic and terrestrial ecology and
shoreline dependent species. shading and enhanced habitat and a somewhat

conserve sufficient vegetation to maintain them.

more varied food supply.
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