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1055 South Grady Way Renton Municipal Court is pleased to issue its 2006 Annual Report.

Renton WA 98057 This review of 2006 is the eighth year of this publication. The court is
. the third branch of city government serving the citizens of the City of

Phone: 425-430-6550

FA;_nj25_430_6544 Renton. The two courtrooms and office of the court clerks is located on

' the third floor of city hall. The court strives to provide equal, fair and

speedy justice to all that come before it in an efficient and effective

manner. This report is intended to inform you of the activities and

operation of the court in its endeavor to attain that end.

FROM JUDGE JURADO

These are very exciting times for the Renton Municipal Court.
It is anticipated that some of our county neighbors may vote to
become part of the City of Renton. If so, the number of visitors
traveling to downtown Renton, The Landing and Coulon Park to
shop and play will increase. It will also call for a corresponding
increase in the services provided by our court. We are
dedicated to working with the Mayor, City Council and legal
community to ensure we maintain the same quality and level of
service the court is known to provide.

2006 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Court Security

In response to requests from court stakeholders and continuing incidents of violence in courts
nationwide, the Renton Municipal Court underwent a significant physical change. In 2006,
thanks to the Facilities Department, a remodel was done to change the flow of foot traffic on the
third floor. Using attractively stained hardwood and
large glass panels, access to the floor from the
elevator lobby was restricted to exiting to the west
side. If a person is going to the City Scene Café or the
employees’ lounge there is no change. If they are
going to a courtroom, the court office, probation or
electronic home detention, they must pass through a
y metal detector and have bags, briefcases etc.
examined for weapons or prohibited items.

(Continued on page 2)
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Operational Details COURT STAFF

Hours of Operation: The Renton Municipal Court Judicial staff consists of one full time elected
Monday through Friday judge who is in court on a daily basis and appointed pro tem judges
8:00 am to 5:00 pm serving approximately one day per week. Judge Terry Jurado, the
Presiding Judge for the Renton Municipal Court since January of 1999,
was elected to a four-year term in a November 2005 contested race. His
Thursday & Friday current term began January 1, 2006.

Jury hotline number
(425) 430-6545

Jury trials held

The support staff now consists of the Court Services Director, two Lead
Judicial Specialists, a Judicial Specialist-Trainer, seven Judicial
Passport Processing Specialists, a Probation Officer and a Probation Clerk. Joe McGuire, the

Tuesday—Friday Court Services Director, has filled the position since August of 1998. The
1:00 pm—4:00 pm competent professional staff has an average of over thirteen years court
experience.

2006 ACCOMPLISHMENTS (continued)

Court Security

(Continued from page 1)

During the first six weeks of 2007 over two hundred people per day were screened at the
security station. One hundred thirty knives or other potential weapons were barred from the
court area as well as five containers of pepper spray. The security guards also calmed one
extremely upset individual prior to his entry into the court area.

As time passes and we gain experience at the security stations upgrades or additions to
equipment and procedures may be made. In its first three months of operation the project has
proven to be effective and successful.

Jury Management

One of the most common and significant challenges faced by courts of all levels is the successful
pursuit of citizens willing to commit the time to serve as jurors. Service as a juror can be a bit
tedious. Wait times can be long and activities to pass the time are few. The pay of $10 per day
plus mileage is set by state statute but fails to adequately compensate citizens for the time and
inconvenience of serving as a juror. Despite the drawbacks there are few activities more important
in our society. The right to be tried by a jury of our peers is an inalienable constitutional right.

In the past the court asked our jurors to call the court four or five times in a month and be available
to serve up to ten potential trial days. Through the acquisition and implementation of a computer
program called Jury Master our approach has been revised. We now ask citizens to call the court
one day in a specific month and be available for just two potential days of jury service.

The change has enabled a much larger group of our community to commit to jury service.
A significantly smaller commitment is needed from each potential juror. This enables more jurors
to serve and puts less stress on employers to allow their absence. Most important is the increased
number of those that serve as their neighbors’ “peers” on juries, insuring their rights as citizens.
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Court Improvement Act
The court is now prepared to take advantage of the Court Improvement Act. The city has
met the requirements of the act and is positioned to accept partial re-imbursement for court
salary expenses. The savings are to be set aside in the court improvement account. It is
anticipated the re-imbursement will be over $20,000 in 2007.

December Windstorm

The night of December fourteenth the windstorm that swept
the Northwest also visited Renton City Hall. The word
‘RENTON?” in the large RENTON CITY HALL sign on the
east side of the building was blown from its mounts. As it
fell the conduit and wiring attached to it swung it into the
side of the building, directly striking the windows next to the
bench in Courtroom Number Two and the jury kitchen area.
Five 46" X 56" windows were smashed in addition to
several smaller decorative panels. Large, sword-like shards
of glass exploded into the two rooms. We are grateful it
happened at night. No one was present when it happened
and no injuries occurred.

The next morning the Facilities Department cordoned off the
area, cleaned up the mess and boarded up the two windows
missing both layers of glass. Replacement windows were
then ordered. Delivery and installation took place on
February 9™ The court continued doing business as usual
but acquired an increased respect for the power of Mother
Nature.

LOOKING AHEAD
Traffic Safety Cameras

In 2007 the court anticipates the Renton Police Department will implement a Traffic Safety Camera
program in the City. Cameras will monitor selected intersections and school zones to record video
of vehicles running red lights or exceeding the speed limit in school zones. Tickets will be issued to
the registered owner of the vehicle and processed like parking infractions. Consequences of not
responding to the ticket will include having the debt referred to a collection company and recording
the ticket with the Washington State Department of Licensing. The registration of the vehicle cannot
be transferred unless the tickets are paid.

The video system will free up police officers to respond to calls for service from citizens rather than
work traffic infractions. Historically Traffic Safety Cameras have proven very effective in increasing
traffic safety at intersections where they are installed. It is anticipated this project will result in a
decrease in side impact collisions at the monitored intersections and decreased speeding in school
zones.

The Court will take this opportunity to leverage current technology to help make Renton a safer and
more livable community.
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2006 Report—Renton Municipal Court

Expenditures
The court was able to save $78,602 or 5.2% of its budgeted expenditures in 2006.

Under Budget Over Budget

Benefits $8,371 Office supplies $3,211

Pro Tem Judges 3,556 Minor equipment 6,776

Appeals 4,787 Conflict Public Defender 11,775

Jury Costs 5089 Publications 3,803

Interpreters 20,419

Security Officer 56,223 3 Ciiminel

W Miscellaneous

R evenues Renton Municipal Court 2006 Revenue g:af:,c,::ns
Collections of fines, fees and forfeitures during the s96080 $39.011 e

calendar year of 2006 was nearly $75,000 ahead of _——
2005. However, the revenue remains below the
2000 to 2004 time period. City retained revenue of
$923,000 was collected in 2006. Passport
acceptance fees contributed over $55,000.

$311.034

Case Load

In 2006 the total number of cases filed in Renton Municipal Court was 11,499. Traffic Infraction
filings were down 19.4%. Parking violations filings were down 9.1%. Criminal filings were down
24.2%. Criminal Traffic filings were up 30.9%. It is anticipated Criminal Traffic filings will continue to
increase in 2007 due to DWLS related legislation enacted in mid-2005.

The number of filings in January and February of 2007 exceeded any two month period since early
2005.

Municipal Court 2006 Costs vs Budget

8 Traffic bfractions |
8 Other nfrachors
oPakng
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