Like many businesses, the Police Department spends part of the first quarter of the year
compiling an annual report. For the purposes of this report, commercial burglary was defined
as an incident when the intent of the suspect was to steal cash or product from a business by
gaining illegal entry. 304 commercial burglary reports were individually reviewed for data.
Some highlights from the report are:

Method of Entry:

Window/Glass Door Broken or Pried—39%
No Force / Unknown Type of Entry — 28%
Lock Pried, Damaged or Removed—16%
Door Forced or Pried—12%
Fence Cut, Damaged or Climbed—5%

Time Frame of Occurrence, as Reported by
the Business:

Day (5a.m.to 5 p.m.)-7%
Night (56 p.m.to 5a.m.) - 37%
Unknown - 56%

Most Popular Items Stolen:* Reports by Month:

Money—16%

Metal / Construction Items—15% January: 33 July: 23
Tools—12% February: 21 August: 26
TV/Stereo—9% March: 35 September: 19
Computers / Office Equipment—38% April: 19 October: 33
Vehicles / Auto Parts—6% May: 18 November: 15
Credit Card Machines—5% June: 37 December: 25

*Of the 304 reports reviewed, 28% reported no property
taken, “unknown” if property was taken, or no entry
gained (attempted burglary with entry not gained).

When I look at the above statistics, | am struck by several points:

¢ Thirty-nine percent of the cases involved glass doors or windows broken or pried.

e Twenty-eight percent of the cases involved non-forced entry. Doors or windows were left open or
unlocked, or the criminal simply walked into unsecured areas and helped themselves.

e Cases targeting Metal / Construction Items increased by 150%.

e Credit Card Machines, which did not even make the list last year, comprised five percent of the cases.

How expensive is it to have Security Film (see next page) applied to your glass windows? What is the cost
of installing a metal or heavy wood door, encased in a strong frame? The price varies, of course, but it's
likely that the cost is significantly less than the loss your business sustains when it is burglarized. Repair of
damaged items, loss of product, employee fear and turnover, and loss of peace of mind are also considered
costs. The losses far exceed the cost of a new door or window. And simply locking your doors and
windows is free! To assist your efforts in preventing burglaries, the Crime Prevention Unit offers free
business security surveys. We will come to your place of business and conduct a thorough survey of your
property, then send you a written report with our recommendations for improving the safety and security of
your business. To schedule your free survey, please call 425-430-7520.
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Security Film for Windows & Glass Doors

From breaking a window with
a rock to access the cash
register to driving a truck
through glass doors to steal
an ATM, “smash and grab”
jobs can be a fast and easy
way for burglars to gain entry
into a business.

Many businesses are located in commercial areas
that don’t get a lot of vehicle and foot traffic after
hours. At night and on weekends, a broken glass
door or window may not be noticed until the next
business day. Glass windows and doors are a
frequent point of entry for commercial burglars.
One way to decrease the potential for burglars to
enter your business by breaking a door or window
is to install Security Film.

Security Film is a thin sheet of polyester. When it
is attached to a glass door or window, it can
strengthen the glass up to three hundred percent.
When glass that has been coated with Security
Film is hit with force (like a brick, baseball bat,
rock, etc.), the glass may shatter in a fan pattern
out from the point of impact—much like a car
windshield may shatter. The polyester film will
hold the glass pieces together and in place. In
most cases, the impact will not result in a hole in
the glass unless excessive or continuous force is
used.

The benefit? Security Film will buy you time.
Most burglars want to get in and out of your
business quickly and quietly. If they attempt to
come in through a glass door or window and the
glass does not break easily, the burglar is more
likely to move on to an easier target.

Security Film is installed by
attaching it to existing glass
windows and doors. The glass is
razor scraped clean, and a special
tool is used to cut the film to size.
Because the film has a pressure
sensitive adhesive, a hard plastic
squeegee is used to force the film
onto the glass.

Can you install it yourself? Yes—but because of the
aggressiveness of the adhesive, it is recommended
that Security Film be installed by a trained
technician. Some companies offer guarantees.
Make sure you understand what is included in the
guarantee before making the decision to purchase.
If you choose to install it yourself, you will want to
check with the manufacturer to see if any guarantee
offered on the product still applies.

After the Film has been applied to the glass, it takes
five to seven days for the glass to “cure” (gain it's
maximum strength).  During curing, spots may
appear on the glass pane. The spots will disappear
as the excess moisture dissipates. When installed
properly, clear Security Film should not turn yellow,
nor should you notice a difference in visibility
through the glass. Some
companies offer tinted film,
which may be your choice for an
area that gets lots of sun.

The “peel strength” of the film is
very important. Peel strength
refers to the number of pounds of pressure it would
take to remove the film from the glass once it's
installed. For example: a piece of Security Film that
has a peel strength of 2,800 grams per inch would
require approximately 6.5 pounds of hanging weight
to peel a one inch wide strip away from the glass.
The higher the peel strength, the more difficult it is
to remove the Film.

You may be thinking, “But what if there’s a fire?”
When Security Film is installed on the inside of the
glass, you should be able to break or push the glass
out from the inside in order to escape fire. If the film
is installed on both sides of the glass, it would be
very difficult to break through and may prevent a
timely escape.

Companies that sell Security Film can be found in
the phone book under Security Equipment, Glass
Coating, or Tinting. Brower Tinting and Graphics
has generously provided samples of Security Film to
the Crime Prevention Unit, and will gladly provide
samples and information on Security Film products.
Brower Tinting and Graphics is located at 245 SW
41st Street, Renton.
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property
For the Month of February, 2007

COMMERCIAL ROBBERY LOSS
4300 block NE 4th St The suspect entered the business and began to pull his hat down closer to his $550
6:26 pm eyes. He asked the employee for a product, then pulled a gun from his

waistband and demanded the money from the cash register. The suspect
took the money from the employee and asked about the safe. The employee
replied that the safe is on a time lock. The suspect took a money bag from
the shelf above the safe, told the employee to lay down and stay on the
ground, and left. Witness descriptions indicate the suspect fled in a vehicle.

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY: LOSS

200 block Rainier Ave N Officers responded to a burglary alarm. Suspect/s had broken out a glass $0
window. No one was found inside the building. The owner responded and
said that nothing appeared to be missing from the business. Crime
Prevention Tip: Apply security film to glass doors and windows.

4600 block NE Sunset Propane tanks were stolen from a fenced exterior storage area. Entry was $400
Bivd gained by cutting a padlock. Crime Prevention tip: Store items of value in
secure, interior storage areas. Use case-hardened steel padlocks.

1700 block NE 48th St Several commercial storage units were burglarized. Suspect/s gained entry unknown
to the building by prying a door. Entry to the individual units was gained by
prying doors and cutting padlocks. Crime Prevention tip: Install latch guards
on exterior doors. Use case-hardened steel padlocks.

300 block Union Ave SE Entry to storage garage was gained by prying the wood paneling on the rear $400
of the building. Suspect/s stole lawn equipment. Crime Prevention tip:
Consider construction types when purchasing exterior storage. Install
monitored alarms on exterior storage buildings.

300 block SW Sunset The business door was kicked in and a transmission was stolen. Another $1,200
Bivd transmission was stolen from the building exterior. The suspect/s took only

good transmissions and left behind a “bad” one, indicating some knowledge

of the business. Crime Prevention Tip: Exterior doors should be made of

solid wood or metal, and fitted with deadbolt locks that will resist forced entry.

Items of value should be stored in locked areas.

3000 block NE 10th St Suspect/s broke an exterior window with a rock, then reached through the $750
window and stole four hand-held radios. Crime Prevention Tip: Apply
security film on windows that are isolated or easily accessible. Do not store
valuable items within reach of windows.

200 block Logan Ave S Officers responded to a report of a broken window at the business. The hole $1,000
in the window did not appear large enough for a person to crawl through. A
laptop computer was taken from the business, possibly through the hole in
the window. Crime Prevention Tip: Apply security film to windows. Do not
store valuable items within reach of windows.

200 block Union Ave NE Suspect/s cut an exterior plastic conduit to gain access to electrical wiring $10,000
and stole at least 2,000 feet of copper wire. Crime Prevention Tip: Restrict
access to electrical boxes and wiring whenever possible.

4700 block NE 2nd St Theft from building under construction. The house was locked when the $230
workers left for the day, but an employee found an unlocked window on the
back of the building when he arrived for work. Suspect/s stole a backpack,
tools and several boxes of floor tile. Crime Prevention Tip; Make sure all
doors and windows are locked when not in use. Install an alarm system that
cannot be activated unless all doors and windows are secured.
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EE’M'E"R”N'CIAT'ONS Emergency Contact Information Form

Information provided will be used by Police, Fire and Emergency Services ONLY. It will not be shared, sold, or otherwise
distributed outside of Emergency Services, and will only be used by emergency personnel in the event of an emergency.
Completed forms can be faxed to (425) 430-7505 or mailed to Renton Police Department, Attention: Crime Pre-
vention, 1055 S Grady Way, Renton, WA 98055

Business Name:

Business Address:

(include City and ZIP code)

Primary Business Phone Number:
(include area code)

Private Business Phone Number:

(inside number)
Do You have an alarm system: Yes No (circle one)

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

List the names and contact telephone numbers of persons responsible for this business should an emergency
arise. These individuals should have access to the premise 24 Hours a day. (AREA CODES!)

Home Phone:

Contact #1: Cellular Phone:

Pager:

Home Phone:

Contact #2: Cellular Phone:

Pager:

Home Phone:

Contact #3: Cellular Phone:

Pager:

Use this area to add any pertinent information about the location:

VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS USE ONLY

Entered By:

Signature: Date:
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property
For the Month of February, 2007 (continued)

Auto Thefts: There were 40 cars reported stolen in Renton during the month of February 2007.

Auto Recoveries: 21 vehicles that were stolen outside the City were recovered in Renton during February 2007.

OTHER CRIMES OF INTEREST OCCURRING ON BUSINESS PROPERTY

1700 block Maple Valley Employees called 911 to report that a person who had previously been trespassed from the

Hwy property was back on location. Officers contacted the subject, who had been issued a trespass
warning at the location less than a week prior by an officer. The subject was cited for
trespassing.

400 block S 3rd St Officers responded to a report of a car prowl. An employee had seen two suspects inside a
business vehicle. The suspects were contacted nearby and said they had been having sex in
the vehicle. The male subject had been previously issued a trespass warning from the business
and was cited for trespassing.

500 block Rainier Ave S An employee found a counterfeit $100 bill in a bundle that she was counting out. It is unknown
how and when the bill was received by the business.

300 block Renton Center Report of a suspicious subject. The subject had been in the business restroom for 40 minutes

Way SW before being asked to leave. He had slowly exited the business, and was sitting in his vehicle
“watching” the employee. Officers contacted the subject in a vehicle; he was sweating profusely
despite freezing temperatures and frost on the vehicle. The subject appeared to be under the
influence of drugs, and eventually admitted he had been shooting up in the business bathroom.
He was arrested for drug violations. The subject had a syringe with a bent, exposed needle in
his pant leg and a plastic bag containing additional syringes. The cap from the open needle was
later found in his sock.

700 block Rainier Ave S Officers were dispatched to a report of a man fighting with security officers. The suspect made a
fraudulent return and resisted store security resulting in a standing rack of merchandise being
knocked down. Security officers were injured by broken glass items. The suspect was booked
for Felony Investigation of Robbery.

700 block Rainier Ave S A subject arrested for shoplifting was found to have methamphetamine in her possession.
When asked if it was hers, she stated that it was and that she uses it to “stay awake when | play
poker.”

500 block Rainier Ave S Officers responded to a report of an unwanted male subject refusing to leave the business.

Officers located the suspect urinating on the outside of the business building. Officers advised
him that it is illegal to urinate in public and asked him why he refused to leave the business after
being asked. A search of the subject located a butterfly knife in one pocket and two dagger-
types knives in another pocket. He was booked into jail for Breach of Peace.

Crime Prevention Classes Business Security Surveys

The Crime Prevention Unit of
the Renton Police Department
would like to offer you a free
business security survey!l We
will come to your place of
business and conduct a thorough survey of
your property, then send you a written
report with our recommendations for
improving the safety and security of your
business. To schedule your free survey,
please call 425-430-7520.

The Renton Police
Department offers FREE
classes to Renton Businesses,
including Robbery
Prevention, Personal Safety,
Violence in the Workplace,
Preventing Check Fraud, and
more! To schedule a class at
your business, please call
425-430-7520.
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Business Emergency Contact
Information Update

Have you updated the emergency contact information for your
business? In the event of a fire, burglary or other emergency
involving your business, the 9-1-1 dispatch center needs to
know whom to contact. Your designated emergency contact
person(s) would be contacted in the event of a fire, if your
building was burglarized and officers were unable to lock it up,
or other similar emergency situations. The information will not
be sold or shared and will be accessed exclusively by
emergency personnel as needed for police or fire purposes. If
you have already sent in a form, thank you! Emergency
personnel will be able to contact you in the event of an
emergency. If you have not submitted emergency contact
information for your business, please fill out the form on page
4 of this newsletter and return it by fax to 425-430-7505 or via
mail to:
Renton Police Department
Attention: Crime Prevention Unit
1055 S Grady Way
Renton, WA 98057

CITY HALL

PHONE NUMBERS

Information Desk 430-6400

Economic
Development

Fire Prevention
Business Watch

Block Watch

Human Services

City Clerk

Utility Systems

Police
Department

Code
Enforcement

430-6575

430-7000

430-7520

430-7521
430-6650

430-6510

430-7234
430-7500

430-7269




