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CITY OF RENTON Ι PERMIT CENTER 

REGULATIONS FOR TREE CUTTING AND 
LAND CLEARING 

This ha dout add esses the ost o o l  asked uestio s a d p o ides ge e al i fo atio  ega di g t ee utti g, 
e o al, a d egetatio  a age e t. Please see RMC - -  fo  o e detailed i fo atio . 

DO I NEED A PERMIT TO CUT OR REMOVE TREES ON MY PROPERTY? 

A Routi e Vegetatio  Ma age e t Pe it is e ui ed fo : 

• The e o al of la d a k t ees. A la d a k t ee is defi ed as a t ee ith a alipe  of t e t -fou  i hes "  o
g eate , e ept fo  Big Leaf Maples, Bla k Cotto oods, a d Red Alde  t ees, hi h ualif  as la d a k t ees ith
a alipe  of thi t  i hes "  o  g eate .

• The e o al of o e tha  t o  sig ifi a t t ees ithi  a ale da  ea . A sig ifi a t t ee is defi ed as a t ee
ith a alipe  of at least si  i hes " , e ept alde  o  otto ood t ees, hi h ualif  as sig ifi a t t ees ith a

alipe  of eight i hes 8"  o  g eate .
• Re o i g/T i i g t ees, o i g/ utti g of g ou d o e , o  a  egetatio  a age e t o  a a a t p ope t . 

LANDMARK TREE REMOVAL REQUIREMENTS 

Re o al of a la d a k t ee ust o pl  ith spe ifi  ite ia that is e aluated th ough a Routi e Vegetatio  
Ma age e t Pe it. La d a k t ee e o al a  e g a ted fo  situatio s he e: 
• The t ee is dete i ed to e a high- isk t ee; o
• The t ee is ausi g o ious ph si al da age to uildi gs o e  t o hu d ed  s ua e feet , d i e a s, pa ki g

lots, o  utilities, a d it a  e de o st ated to the Ad i ist ato ’s satisfa tio  that o easo a le alte ati es to
t ee e o al e ists, i ludi g t ee oot p u i g, t ee oot a ie s, t ee a li g, o  p e e ti e ai te a e, su h
as lea i g leaf de is, dead ood e o al, o  di e tio al/ lea a e p u i g; o  

• Re o al of t ee s  to p o ide sola  a ess to uildi gs i o po ati g a ti e sola  de i es. Wi do s a e sola
de i es o l  he  the  a e south-fa i g a d i lude spe ial sto age ele e ts to dist i ute heat e e g ; o

• The Ad i ist ato  dete i es the e o al is e essa  to a hie e a spe ifi  a d a ti ula le pu pose o  goal of Cit
ode.

PROHIBITED TREE CUTTING AND LAND CLEARING ACTIVITIES 

The follo i g t ee utti g, e o al, la d lea i g, a d g ou d o e  a age e t a ti ities a e p ohi ited: 

• Cutti g o  e o al of La d a k T ees ithout a Routi e Vegetatio  Ma age e t Pe it. 
• Re o al of a  t ees o  la ds api g e ui ed to e etai ed as pa t of a La d De elop e t Pe it.

• T ee utti g, e o al, o  la d lea i g o  a  site fo  the sake of p epa i g that site fo  futu e de elop e t u less
a la d de elop e t pe it fo  the site has ee  app o ed  the Cit . 

• T ee utti g, e o al, la d lea i g, o  g ou d o e  a age e t ithi  iti al a eas, iti al a ea uffe s, o
sho eli es of the state, ithout p io  itte  autho izatio   the Cit .

• T ee toppi g u less the t ee has ee  app o ed fo  e o al. 
• Re o al of t ees e o d the a i u s allo ed ithout a  app o ed Routi e Vegetatio  Ma age e t Pe it. 
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TREE CUTTING AND LAND CLEARING HANDOUT 

 
WHEN IS A ROUTINE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PERMIT NOT REQUIRED? 

E ept fo  t ee e o al o  egetatio  a age e t ithi  sho eli es of the state, iti al a eas, o  iti al a ea uffe s, 
a Routi e Vegetatio  Ma age e t Pe it is ot e ui ed fo  the follo i g a ti ities: 
• Re o al of a a i u  of th ee  high- isk t ees ithi  a o e - ea  pe iod, p o ided o la d a k t ees a e 

p oposed fo  e o al. 
• Re o al of up to t o  sig ifi a t t ees ithi  a o e- ea  pe iod, ut o o e tha  fi e  sig ifi a t t ees 

ithi  a fi e- ea  pe iod, p o ided the e o al is o du ted i  a o da e ith the follo i g e ui e e ts: 
 The e is o a ti e la d de elop e t pe it o  appli atio  fo  the su je t site; 
 The t ee p oposed fo  e o al is ot a p ote ted t ee o  a la d a k t ee;  

 The t ee p oposed fo  e o al is ot lo ated ithi   feet ’  of a su fa e pa ki g lot ith te   o  
o e pa ki g spa es; 

 The t ee p oposed fo  e o al is ot o e of the o l  t o  sig ifi a t t ees e ai i g o  the lot, u less 
ide tified as a high- isk t ee; a d 

 I  o du ti g i o  t ee e o al a ti ities, ights-of- a s shall e ai  u o st u ted u less a ight-of- a  
use pe it is o tai ed. 

• La d lea i g i  o fo a e ith the a o e est i tio s is pe itted fo  pu poses of la ds api g i.e. i stallatio  
of la s, t ees, sh u s, flo e s, a d g ou d o e . 

 

TREE REMOVAL AND VEGETATION MANAGEMENT WITHIN CRITICAL AREAS 

T ee utti g, t ee e o al, la d lea i g, o  g ou d o e  a age e t is ot pe itted: 

• O  po tio s of p ope t  ith p ote ted iti al ha itats, st ea s a d lakes, sho eli es of the state, etla ds, a d 
thei  asso iated uffe s; o  

• O  p ote ted slopes % o  o e ; o  

• I  a eas lassified as e  high la dslide haza ds; o  

• I  Nati e G o th P ote tio  Ease e ts,  a eas, o  t a ts. 

• App o al a  e g a ted he  t ees p oposed fo  e o al a e ide tified as high- isk see a o e . The Cit  ust 
autho ize the e o al o  p u i g of high- isk t ees ithi  iti al a eas, iti al a ea uffe s, o  sho eli es of the 
state, p io  to the e o al o  p u i g.  

 

HIGH-RISK TREE REQUIREMENTS 

A t ee ide tified as high- isk ust e e tified i  a itte  a o ist epo t, p epa ed  a  a o ist ith a  I te atio al 
So iet  of A o i ultu e ISA  T ee Risk Assess e t Qualifi atio  TRAQ , as possessi g the follo i g ISA T ee Risk 
Assess e t ha a te izatio s: 
• The t ee has a p o a le o  i i e t likelihood of failu e; a d 

• The t ee has a ediu  o  high likelihood of i pa t; a d 

• The o se ue es of failu e fo  the t ee a e sig ifi a t o  se e e. 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ARBORIST REPORTS 

A  a o ist epo t is e ui ed fo  Routi e Vegetatio  Ma age e t Pe it appli atio s. The a o ist epo t ust e 
p epa ed  a  ISA e tified a o ist o  ASCA e tified o sulta t a d i lude the follo i g:  
• The p oje t lo atio , des iptio  of p oposed de elop e t, a d des iptio  of p oposed t ee e o al; a d 
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• A o eptual t ee e o al a d ete tio  pla ; a d 

• A  i e to  of all t ees o -site to e etai ed a d e o ed, ith details ega di g t ee spe ies, size, health, 
p oposed easo s fo  a  e o al, a d the t ee edit alue fo  ea h t ee pu sua t to the ta le sho  i  RMC - -

.H. . , T ee C edit Re ui e e ts; a d 

• I  ases he e high- isk t ees a e p oposed fo  e o al, the epo t shall e p epa ed  a  a o ist ith ISA T ee 
Risk Assess e t Qualifi atio  TRAQ  a d i lude a  ISA T ee Risk Assess e t sta da d fo  full  o pleted. 

 

ROUTINE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS 

Su ittal e ui e e ts a e a aila le th ough the Cit ’s Su ittal Re ui e e ts  e page o  f o  the Pla i g 
Di isio . You ust su it a o plete appli atio  pa kage, i ludi g the p o essi g fee see the Cit  of Re to  Fee 
S hedule . O e a o plete appli atio  is e ei ed  Staff, the appli atio  ill e e ie ed ad i ist ati el  ithi  a  
esti ated ti ef a e of -  eeks. App o ed Routi e Vegetatio  Ma age e t Pe its a e alid fo  o e ea .  
 

CITY-OWNED TREES, STREET TREES, TREES IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY 

Pe issio  f o  the Cit  Fo este  a d/o  Ad i ist ato  ust e o tai ed fo  the pla ti g, e o al, o  p u i g of Cit -

o ed t ees, st eet t ees, a d t ees ithi  the pu li  st eet ight-of- a . T ee e o al a  e autho ized if the t ee 
e hi its a isk to pu li  safet . I  o de  to e o e a st eet t ee, the a utti g p ope t  ust p o ide p oof of i su a e 
o e age, a t affi  o t ol pla , a d o tai  a ight-of- a  use pe it. As a o ditio  of e o al, epla e e t st eet 

t ees a  e e ui ed. See the U a  a d Co u it  Fo est  e page fo  additio al i fo atio  a out pu li  
t ees a d fo  ge e al esou es ega di g t ees. 
 

TREE REMOVAL ON PRIVATE PROPERTY OR SHARED PROPERTY LINES 

Pe issio  f o  p ope t  o e s ust e o tai ed efo e e o i g o  p u i g t ees o  p i ate p ope t  that ou do 
ot o . Whe e t ees g o  o  t o p ope ties, oth o e s ust ag ee to the e o al. You a  p u e t ees up to 
ou  p ope t  li e p o ided the o k does ot ad e sel  i pa t the t ee a d the p u i g does ot e eed o e tha  

fo t  pe e t %  of the t ee a op .  
 

TREES WITHIN HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS HOA  

T ee e o al o  ai te a e fo  t ees o ed  Ho eo e s Asso iatio s HOAs  ust o pl  ith Cit  of Re to  
egulatio s ega di g t ee e o al a d p u i g see a o e . You  p ope t  a  e su je t to HOA ules ega di g t ee 
e o al. Che k ith the HOA efo e e o i g o  p u i g t ees. 
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