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City ordinance prohibiting the sale, delivery, and marketing for sale of dogs sourced 
from puppy mills takes effect on Jan. 1, 2023 

Ordinance is intended to prevent unwitting or hidden support for the puppy mill industry  

 
RENTON, WA – The City of Renton has enacted Ordinance 6072 prohibiting the sale, delivery, and marketing 

for sale of dogs sourced from puppy mills. The ordinance, which will take effect on Jan. 1, 2023, was passed 
unanimously by Renton City Council on July 11, 2022. The city's definition of "puppy mill” will be added to 
Renton Municipal Code on the effective date. 

The intent of Ordinance 6072 is to promote humane breeding and prevent unwitting or hidden support for the 
puppy mill industry. It also provides purchasers with additional information about their new pets. For any dog 
costing $1,000 or more, sold online or in-person, the breeder, and salesperson (if not sold by the breeder) is 
required to provide an affidavit regarding the history and source of the dog for review before the dog is sold. 
Affidavits are on the city’s website. 

The affidavit is held by the seller or breeder. The purchaser cannot be required to or agree to waive the terms 
of the ordinance, including providing the affidavit. The affidavit may be reviewed if a complaint is made 
regarding a seller, deliverer, or marketer of dogs in Renton. The city will investigate complaints submitted 
using the “Animal Issue” category on Renton Responds. 
 
If individuals or businesses are found in noncompliance with the ordinance, they are subject to criminal 
penalties and/or loss of their business license. 

 
 
About the City of Renton 
The City of Renton, Washington, with a population of 107,500 (2022), is located on the southeast shore of Lake 
Washington, just south of Seattle. Renton's strong economic base, diverse marketplace, and favorable business 
climate have attracted nationally recognized companies wishing to provide employees and their families with 
an outstanding quality of life. Renton is the home of Boeing, PACCAR, IKEA, Super Bowl Champion (2014) 
Seattle Seahawks, two-time (2016 & 2019) MLS champion and CONCACAF Champion (2022) Seattle Sounders 
FC (in 2024), and the eternal resting place of rock icon Jimi Hendrix. You can find more information on our 
website, news releases, Facebook, Twitter, and Nextdoor pages. 
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